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FACT SHEET

The epidemic is becoming controlled in key African 
countries

We now have clear evidence from PEPFAR’s Population-based 
HIV Impact Assessments that the epidemic is becoming 
controlled in older adults and babies in Malawi, Zambia, and 
Zimbabwe.  These countries are approaching the 90/90/90 
UNAIDS treatment targets (see page 2 for details).  

11.5 million men, women, and children on  
life-saving antiretroviral treatment

PEPFAR is supporting life-saving antiretroviral treatment (ART) 
for nearly 11.5 million people, exceeding its 2016 target of 11.4 
million, and up from the 50,000 individuals who were receiving 
ART in sub-Saharan Africa prior to when PEPFAR began.

11.7 million voluntary medical male circumcisions 

PEPFAR supported more than 11.7 million voluntary medical 
male circumcision procedures in Eastern and Southern Africa to 
reduce the risk of HIV transmission, exceeding its 2016 target of 
11 million.

Nearly 2 million babies born HIV-free 

PEPFAR prevented nearly 2 million babies from being born with 
HIV, who would have otherwise been infected.

1.1 million children on life-saving antiretroviral 
treatment 

PEPFAR is supporting life-saving antiretroviral treatment for 
nearly 1.1 million children – a 97% increase since 2014.

1 million adolescent girls and young women reached 
through DREAMS 

PEPFAR reached more than 1 million adolescent girls and 
young women with critical comprehensive HIV prevention 
interventions through the DREAMS Partnership.

6.2 million orphans and vulnerable children received 
care and support 

PEPFAR is supporting critical care and support for nearly 
6.2 million orphans and vulnerable children to mitigate the 
physical, emotional, and economic impact of HIV/AIDS on 
children.

220,000 new health care workers trained 

PEPFAR supported training (including pre-service training) for 
nearly 220,000 new health care workers to deliver HIV and 
other health services.

74.3 million people received HIV testing and 
counseling 

PEPFAR supported HIV testing and counseling for more than  
74.3 million people, including 11.5 million pregnant women, in 
FY 2016.
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PEPFAR's Population-based HIV Impact Assessments 2016
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Results of the PEPFAR Population-based HIV Impact Assessments

PEPFAR’s success is measured in saving lives and changing the course of the pandemic.  
By translating groundbreaking research and scientific tools into public health action, and maximizing the impact of every dollar 
invested, we now have clear evidence that the epidemic is becoming controlled in older adults and babies in several key countries.   
We have reduced new pediatric infections globally by nearly 70% since 2000, and for the first time show validated declines in adult 
HIV incidence of (51-76%) across Malawi, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.  
These African countries have achieved an average of 65% community viral load suppression among all HIV-infected adults, 
approaching the 73% target of the 90/90/90 goals.  This means they are nearing a point at which HIV transmission would 
effectively be controlled.  However, among adolescents and young people in these same countries, the average community viral 
load suppression is only 42%.  This is particularly concerning as this young population in sub-Saharan Africa is doubling by 2020. 
We must urgently continue to focus on HIV prevention and treatment for young people, while sustaining gains made in adults  
and babies.   

These critical surveys are funded by PEPFAR, conducted by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and ICAP at 
Columbia University, as well as local governmental and non-governmental partners. These surveys along with our program data 
have allowed PEPFAR to expand results and impact in a budget-neutral environment.

Progress to 90/90/90 in adolescents and young adults (15-24 years old) (%)

52 53
42

76 7178 7884 85

Aware of HIV Status 
Treated 
Virally Surpressed

Zimbabwe 15-24 Malawi 15-24 Zambia 15-24

Country
HIV 

Prevalence 
15-49

Percent 
Decline in 
Prevalence 
2003-2015

HIV Incidence 
15-49

Percent 
Decline in 
Incidence 
2003-2015

Overall 
Community 
Viral Load 

Suppression

Community 
Viral Load 

Suppression 
15 to 24

Community 
Viral Load 

Suppression 
25 years and 

older
Zimbabwe

2003 UNAIDS 20.4 1.44

2015 UNAIDS 14.7 0.88
2016 IMPACT 
results 14.6 28% 0.48 67% 60% 45.6% 62.5%

Malawi

2003 UNAIDS 15.2 1.33

2015 UNAIDS 9.1 0.38
2016 IMPACT 
results 10.6 30% 0.32 76% 67% 47.9% 69.6%

Zambia

2003 UNAIDS 14.6 1.44

2015 UNAIDS 12.9 0.85
2016 IMPACT 
results 11.9 19% 0.70 51% 59% 34.4% 63.6%
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