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Nigeria Tracer Study

• Conducted in 2017

• Included households who 
graduated before Nov 30, 2016

• 3,205 participating caregivers 
(83% female, 17% male, mean 
age 41)

• 3,002 participating OVC (50.2% 
male, 49.8% female)



Kenya Tracer Study

• Conducted in 2018

• 7 counties in Northern Arid Lands

• Included households who 
graduated before September 30, 
2017

• 547 participating caregivers (85% 
female, 15% male, mean age 44)

• 456 participating OVC

(52% female, 48% male)



Changes in well-being (Kenya) 

Domain At Graduation Post-Graduation % Change 

Healthy (Max score 6 points) 100% 79% -21%

Stable (Max score 3 points) 100% 22% -78%

Safe (Max score 5 points) 100% 96% -4%

Schooled (Max score 2 points) 100% 44% -56%

Total (n) = 513



Changes in well-being (Nigeria) 

Domain At Graduation Post-Graduation % Change

Healthy (Max score 6 points) 77% 57% -20%

Stable (Max score 4 points) 78% 51% -27%

Safe (Max score 5 points) 78% 56% -22%

Schooled (Max score 3 points) 64% 27% -37%

Total (n) = 869



HIV Status



HIV Prevention

• HIV knowledge was assessed post graduation

• The majority (89%) of children had heard of AIDS 

• Only 55% of kids 13-17 in Nigeria and 41% in Kenya could 
correctly identify ways of preventing the sexual transmission of 
HIV and reject major misconceptions about HIV transmission



Financial Self-Efficacy 
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Savings Group Participation
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Working for Money/In-Kind Benefits

• The proportion of children 5-9 years who reported working 
for money or in-kind benefits in the last 6 months:

▪ In Nigeria, increased from 40% (graduation) to 50% 
(post-graduation)

▪ In Kenya, remained the same at 0

• The proportion of children 10-17 years who reported 
working for money or in-kind benefits in the last 6 months:

▪ In Nigeria, increased from 70% (graduation) to 100% 
(post-graduation)

▪ In Kenya, remained the same at 9%



Birth Certificates



Enrollment/Progression

• Post-graduation school enrollment was high in Nigeria 
(89%) and Kenya (72%), 1% increase from graduation   

• Post-graduation, 92% of children in 
Kenya and 55% in Nigeria were found 
to have progressed in school during 
the last year

• In Kenya and Nigeria, 90% of 
caregivers post-graduation agreed 
that girls’ schooling is not a waste of 
resources 



Conclusions 

• There was a general regression in the well-being of OVC 
and caregivers in Kenya and Nigeria. 

• Record reviews revealed graduated households in Nigeria 
did not meet graduation benchmarks and there was low 
utilization of the benchmarks by IPs to determine eligibility 
for graduation.

• Key informants acknowledged that graduation was a good 
practice for sustainable OVC programming. However, they 
observed that there was inadequate understanding of the 
graduation process and limited time for preparation and 
execution.



Recommendations

• Provide clear communications with 
households on graduation process and 
outcomes at the beginning of the project.

• Improve coordination among IPs, LIPs and 
government officials to ensure sustainable 
provision of services and support at the 
project exit.

• Ensure OVC programs have a sustainability 
design and emphasis is placed on 
household resilience from implementation 
to graduation.



Read more at OVCsupport.org


